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to Surat to offer support to the Mirzas against the invaders, and
that they changed their plans when they came to know about the
strength of Akbar's army. They then proceeded to make the best
of an ugly situation, and stressed their friendship for the Emperor,
Akbar saw through their pretence, but preferred not to take any
hasty action. Reports of the Portuguese sea power no doubt in-
fluenced his decision to match their pretence with his own. Self-
interest demanded that course. Akbar's diplomatic finesse in the
end paid dividends. Never did the Portuguese take up arms against
him. He kept them guessing till the end of his days.
Abul Fazl narrates with his usual literary flamboyance an
event during the siege of Surat which throws considerable light
on the anatomy of Akbar. One evening at a wine party, the con-
versation turned on the much talked-about Rajput disregard for
life. One Mughal general told of a Rajput game "in which they
posted two men on one side with naked pikes and placed two
other exactly opposite who, upon a signal given, would rush upon
the spears until the spikes came out of their backs.5' Declaring
that he too would run upon his sword, Akbar took out his shim-
mering weapon from the golden scabbard, affixed the handle to
the wall, and prepared to emulate the Rajput recklessness. Aghast,
the assemblage did not know what to do. No one could muster
courage to dissuade the drunken Emperor from his resolve. When
Akbar was about to start on his death-embracing run, Raja Man
Singh made a dash to knock the sword down; he succeeded but
not before Akbar received a minor injury on his hand. Baulked,
the Emperor's wrath fell on the Raja; he grappled the Rajput
prince, threw him on the ground, and was near strangling him to
death when Saiyed Muzaffar Khan Intervened to avert a tragedy;
he went so far as to twist the injured royal hand to stop Akbar
from committing a murder. The party ended in a turmoil. The
next morning, on being told what had happened, Akbar awarded
the Raja and the Saiyed rich gifts for their loyalty and saving him
from himself. Akbar did not touch wine for several weeks.
Following his defeat at Sarnal, Ibrahim fled towards Patan
where he joined Mirzas Shah Hussain and Muhammad Hussain-
However, the trio were unable to make a common cause. Ibrahim
fled to the Punjab, and the last two were soon defeated by Akbar's
'fdrces. They repaired to the Deccan, taking along with them what-